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Pupils lack confidence
in liberal studies course

Students
fret about
new unit
in diploma
......................................................
Ng Yuk-hang
More than half of the high school students polled in a survey said they
were not confident about taking liberal studies, the subject to be made
compulsory in the new secondary
school diploma.
Of 1,619 Form Four students surveyed, 58 per cent said they were not
confident of doing well in the liberal
studies course. Nearly half the students said it was because the syllabus
was too broad and they did not know
where to start. Another 20 per cent
said it was because even teachers
were not confident of teaching the
new subject.
More than 80 per cent of the 1,583
Form Five students polled said the
government had not provided
enough information on further education alternatives should they fail
the forthcoming examination.
Schools switched to six years of
secondary education – three at junior
level and three at senior level – in September under the new “3+3+4” education system. Universities will
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launch four-year degree programmes in 2012.
This year will see the last sitting of
the Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination, which will be replaced by the Diploma for Secondary
Education next year.
But nearly half of the Form Four
and Form Five students surveyed
said they were not confident that the
new diploma would obtain sufficient
international recognition. Seventyseven per cent said they did not know
or knew little about the new education system.
Mervyn Cheung Man-ping, the
chairman of the Hong Kong Education Policy Concern Organisation,
which conducted the survey, said results showed that the government
had not done enough to promote the
education reform.
It should help schools launch
practical courses for those who did
not do well in exams so that they had
another way out, he said.
A spokesman for the Education
Bureau said ample promotion had
been done before the new curriculum was launched, with seminars
and workshops organised for
schools, parents and students and a
website about the new education system. He said promotion would be
strengthened in the future.
The teaching of liberal studies has
been a subject of debate. While the
Education Bureau discourages the
use of textbooks, the South China
Morning Post reported earlier that
more than 80 per cent of schools had
bought at least one.
Students must complete six modules in the course: personal development and interpersonal relationships; Hong Kong today; modern
China; globalisation; public health;
and energy technology and the environment.
Meanwhile, nearly 70 per cent of
those polled said they did not support the government’s plan to build a
new private university in the northern New Territories, which would
offer 8,000 places.
Forty-one per cent said they
might not be able to afford the fees,
while 20 per cent said teaching quality could be compromised if too
many places were offered.
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Glad to be green. Children display their drawings made from
recycled materials in a bid to raise public awareness of
environmental protection, in Ngong Ping Village on Lantau. They

were part of a group of 150 children from the Family Multiple
Intelligence Centres of Pok Oi Hospital enjoying a free cable car
ride on Children’s Day. Photo: Edward Wong

Foundation aims to bring
peace education to HK

Eco shower heads
slow to hit shops but a
hit on building sites
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Maggie Ng
A non-profit organisation plans to
bring peace education to Hong Kong
by next year.
The Peace International Foundation has joined United Nations in
China for the last two years to help
promote the International Day of
Peace on September 21. Last year, 400
supporters attended a four-hour
concert at Cyberport, organised by
volunteers.
“Promoting peace is not very
much talked about,” founder and
chairwoman Maria Ying-Mathews
said, because Hongkongers were too
busy.
The foundation, staffed by volunteers since it was established in 2008,
is discussing details of a peace education curriculum with the city’s
universities.
Unesco first expounded the concept of a “culture of peace” in 1989.

Peace education is about social justice, respectful behaviour, the basic
rights of children and the notion that
“think globally, act locally” creates a
better future for humanity.
Peace education centres have
been established in the US and in
Canada.
Dr Gracemary Leung Kwokheung, honorary adviser to the foundation who also teaches conflict
management, said: “Peace education is a new initiative in Hong Kong.”
The city had many sad stories,
such as suicide and domestic violence, Ying-Mathews said. “We’re
better off than many war-torn countries, but not everyone has inner
peace.”
Children and young people are
the key focus of peace education. Violence started with bullying and
moved on to fights, domestic violence and terrorism in its extreme
form, she said.

“We want to instil peace into
young people at a young age so that
when they grow up, they have the
right sense and values, and become
model citizens.”
Inequality and discrimination are
of particular importance in the curriculum. While the law helped those
who were discriminated against.
education could change people’s
perception of right and wrong, she
said.
Ying-Mathews said she hoped
that the foundation could become a
platform for work with other organisations to create a united force in the
promotion of peace.
“Other than being known as a
financial centre, it [Hong Kong] can
also be known as a city of peace,” she
said.
The foundation is seeking a home
for a peace centre, where children
and young people can take part in activities related to peace education.

with Andrew Sun
Additional reporting by Vivian Chen.
Send tips, tickets and invitations to andrew.sun@scmp.com.

Ich bin ein Hongkonger. Berliner sees
plenty of space to spread her wings
Not every new immigrant to Hong Kong is from the mainland.
Some expats, like ex-Berliner Ulrike Pohl, arrive here because
they like the accelerated pace of our entrepreneurial fast lane.
Since touching down less than nine months ago, she’s not only
started a business but leased a four-storey building at 39
Staunton Street to house a coffee shop, fashion and gift boutique
and an art gallery.
“I come from a family of entrepreneurs,” the former architect
says. “I was the head of a company. Then I sold it and wanted to
do something else. I have some great friends here and I’d come
for a visit a couple of times and love the place, so I just decided
to move here. I always wanted to do a retail store so I
created a business plan. I source everything myself –
some Japanese stuff, some from LA, some Germany –
but everything is picked by me.”
Her concept boutique Forest Bird – from a
line in a Henrik Ibsen play: “a forest bird never
wants a cage” – opened its door last
Wednesday night for a party on the
building’s roof. It was DJ’d by the gallery’s
current featured artist and a fellow
Berliner, who goes by the moniker of
Nomad. Pohl may be impulsive but
obviously this forest bird feels Hong Kong’s
concrete forest is where she can spread
her wings. “The place is organic. It’s nasty
and pretty, people are open-minded. I feel
super comfortable here. Berlin is cool but
there’s no money. Europe is fed up with
everything. Things are new here.”

Hello Kitty becomes SPCA’s new celebrity
envoy to spread goodwill to all animals
The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals has a new celebrity
ambassador. Only this one won’t be
saying one word about the charity. That’s
because it doesn’t even have a mouth.
At a ceremony last Thursday (maybe
it was an April Fool’s joke?) at Festival
Walk, the animal group announced that it
has appointed the character Hello Kitty as
the new ambassador of its inspectorate
team and she will help educate the public
to respect all animals and take better
care of our companion animals.
SPCA chief superintendent Tony Ho
Tse-tong (above left, with president Gigi
Fu Ming-hin) said: “Our team is very
delighted to have Hello Kitty on board to
help promote our core values. Her

passion for animals and her dedication to
uplift animal welfare are crucial elements
in her devoted membership of our team.”
Hello! She is not a real being. It’s just a
cartoon face created by Japanese firm
Sanrio. And if she was real, why would a
cat have its own animal? That would be
as perverse as Mickey Mouse having a
dog as a friend (Goofy) and a pet (Goofy).
Anyway, there is a human
ambassador, too, in pop star Kary Ng Yufei.
Both she and the mouthless Kitty will
aim to promote April 13 as the SPCA’s
Blue Ribbon day when the animal group
will be encouraging people to buy and
wear its pins on the day in support of
their cause.

Mondavi widow here to continue tradition of good wine, fine food and jolly good company
Robert Mondavi, the man who put
California wine on the map might be gone
but his widow remains a proud
ambassador. Margrit Biever Mondavi
(left), the second wife of Robert Mondavi
who started his eponymous Napa Valley
empire in 1966 and died in 2008, was in
Hong Kong all last week for numerous
trade and media wine dinners and
events. That included two nights at Alvin
Leung’s gastro-experimental lab called

Bo Innovation with the winery’s own chef,
Jeff Mosher.
Along with the travel, that’s a very
hectic schedule for a senior citizen, but
Mondavi seems to thrive on the activity.
“I can’t play tennis so, when I can, I
travel,” the Swiss native told CitySeen at a
press lunch at Hullett House’s St George.
“Robert and I were here for the
Millennium and for the handover in 1997.
He had so much energy and was so

positive. He helped everybody. His
philosophy was good times, good
company and to enjoy life.”
Mondavi remains the winery’s VP of
art and culture. As a practising artist, she
brought a soft-sell approach to wine
culture which made the product even
more appealing. “I started years ago as
just a tour guide at the winery for US$2
an hour. I didn’t know Robert then. But I
was made their head of public relations.

They had a huge lawn under a great arch.
I said: ‘Why don’t we do something like a
music concert. Robert said: ‘If you think
it’ll be good, don’t talk about it, just do it.’
It turned out to be a huge success. Of
course, at that time (California, 1969),
there was all this blue smoke all over the
place.”
That would be a totally different kind
of harvest for which the state is known.

Maggie Ng
Water-saving shower heads labelled
under a voluntary water efficiency labelling scheme have been slow to
reach shops, but are popular in construction projects.
Since December, the Water Supplies Department has approved 19
shower head models from seven
manufacturers. The scheme has four
grades, depending on the flow rate.
Grade 1is the most efficient, with a
flow of less than nine litres per minute. Grade 4 is the least efficient, with
more than 16 litres per minute. So far,
there are 16 grade 1models and three
grade 2 models. Department chief
engineer Vincent Mak Shing-cheung
said water saving also depended on
shower time.
The average price for water-saving shower heads is a few hundred
dollars.
Using a grade 1 instead of grade 4
head for 10 minutes a day would save
2,100 litres of water a month, which
translates to a saving of up to HK$76
at the highest tier of tariff in a fourmonth period. Mak said that responses from the industry were positive. “However, because it is still new,
there are still many details they are
concerned with,” he said.
Marketing manager of E & I International, Eldon Yung, said that his
company’s sales of a newly designed
model approved in December had
been strong, with many orders coming from construction projects.
Three new water-saving models
by another manufacturer, Jing Mei

Industrial Holdings, have not yet
reached the retail market. Marketing
executive Ryan Lai said: “The models
were specifically designed after the
department rolled out the scheme
and have only been sold in trade
shows.”
Among a cluster of shops selling
sanitary ware in Lockhart Road, most
are not yet selling the labelled models. Several salespeople said that they
had yet to receive the labels for existing models already approved under
the scheme. One grade 2 model that
is on sale was already popular before
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the scheme was launched, said
Thomas Yeung, salesman at American Standard’s showroom. He said
labelling had not affected sales of the
three-year-old model that costs
HK$935 – the most expensive in the
range of 10 shower heads that starts at
HK$400.
“The model accounts for 30 per
cent of sales out of the 10,” Yeung
said.
The department began the
scheme in September. Mak said it
took time to test models for approval.

University to offer
counselling degree
......................................................
Elaine Yau
Shue Yan University will offer Hong
Kong’s first master’s degree in counselling psychology, a milestone as it is
the first time a private university has
launched its own postgraduate programme in the city.
Offered by the department of
counselling and psychology, the
master’s degree in counselling psychology carries 66 credits and offers
both part-time and full-time modes
of study. Professor Catherine Sun
Tien-lun, head of the department of
counselling and psychology, said the
programme would fill an as yet untapped niche in the market for psychology professionals.
“Chinese University and the University of Hong Kong offers master’s
programmes in clinical psychology.
But no universities offer a master’s in
counselling psychology,” she said.
“A clinical psychologist works according to a sickness-based model
and prescribes treatments for patients, like those suffering from nervous breakdowns, after evaluation.
Whereas, a counselling psychologist
works according to a wellness-based
model, which puts more focus on improving the general wellbeing of a

person to pre-empt the onset of mental problems.”
Sun said there was a severe lack of
awareness of the difference between
the two professions in Hong Kong, as
compared to the West. There are 300
clinical psychologists registered with
the Hong Kong Psychological Society, and 20 counselling psychologists.
“General practitioners mostly refer troubled patients to clinical psychologists without understanding
that some patients who show incipient signs of mental problems are
more suitable to receive treatment
that revolves around self-help and
counselling sessions.”
The course consists of work placements with social organisations and
training sessions held at the counselling research centre on campus that
caters to outside patients and Shue
Yan students.
Graduates could get jobs with social or government organisations
after completing the course, Sun
said. “They could help with policymaking, like how to devise better anti
drug-use policies and design workshops to help reduce the stress endured by carers of chronically ill
patients.”

